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Synopsis

"Gabriel GarcA a MAjrquez meets Umberto Eco meets Jorge Luis Borges for a sprawling magic
show." --The New York Times Book ReviewA New York Times BestsellerBarcelona, 1945: A city
slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and Daniel, an antiquarian book dealera ™s
son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of
the Wind, by one JuliAjn Carax. But when he sets out to find the authora ™s other works, he makes
a shocking discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy of every book Carax
has written. In fact, Daniel may have the last of Caraxa ™s books in existence. Soon Daniela ™s
seemingly innocent quest opens a door into one of Barcelonad ™s darkest secrets--an epic story of
murder, madness, and doomed love.a ce Anyone who enjoys novels that are scary, erotic, touching,
tragic and thrilling should rush right out to the nearest bookstore and pick up The Shadow of the
Wind. Really, you should.a ¢ --Michael Dirda, The Washington Post"Wonderous... masterful... The
Shadow of the Wind is ultimately a love letter to literature, intended for readers as passionate about
storytelling as its young hero." --Entertainment Weekly (Editor's Choice)"One gorgeous read."

--Stephen KingFrom the Trade Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

| write about this book because | loved it, and | want to remember it. In writing, | am forced to reflect
upon how much pleasure | derived from reading the book.lt is a gothic tale set in 1945, Barcelona.
Daniel, the booksellerA¢gA A™s son, is introduced to The Cemetery of Forgotten Books, and makes
his selection of one book from the labyrinth to take home and care for. In doing so, he finds himself
involved in a real-life mystery. You see, the book he selected was written by a man named Julian
Carax, and very well may be the last book in existence by Carax. Someone has been finding the
Carax works and destroying them.| love that it is a book about a book! | love the story, but | also
love the writing itself, and how Zafon has a style that makes me want to keep reading. The man is a
beautiful writer. The A¢A AceAngel of the MistA¢A A« story that begins on page 233 is a haunting
touch, as is Maria JacintaA¢A A™s detailing of her encounters with Zacarias (begin on page 260),
and the storyline of Daniel and Fermin visiting her in the asylum.| loved this first book so much that |
immediately started reading the second book in the series, and | am about 200 pages in to

A¢A AceThe AngelA¢A A™s Game,A¢A A right now! To think, | found this gorgeous read because
of a visit to the Book Warehouse over the July 4 weekend, where | unwittingly purchased the third

book in the series first!

5 starsln 1945 following SpainA¢A A™s civil war a man takes his ten-year old son Daniel to a library
called the Cemetery of Forgotten Books. There Daniel must pick out one book. He chooses called
The Shadow of the Wind by Julian Carax.What follows is a lyrical journey of DanielA¢A A™s life
and adventures throughout his lifelong search for more information about Julian Carax. On his
journey through life, Daniel meets all kinds of interesting people including an individual named Lain
Coubert (who happens to be the main character in The Shadow of the Wind),who is determined to
burn all of CaraxA¢A A™ novels. Is this person the devil? A demon of some sort? He reeks of
burning and essentially has no facial features. He threatens Daniel and all that he holds dear for not
turning over the Carax book. He also meets an evil fascist police inspector named Fumero who has
people tortured and killed in the basement of the police station. He also threatens Daniel and his
family and friends.He travels with Fermin, who works at the bookstore with Daniel and his father, to
a school at which Julian attended. There they charm and trick one of the clerics who grew up with
Julian to talk about him. They learn a great deal about him. Fermin does not miss the parallels

between Julian and DanielA¢A A™s lives. They also learn that Julian went to school with



Fumero.They go to visit PenelopeA¢A A™s (JulianA¢A A™s lost love), nanny in a run down and
filthy care home. She tells them the story of Penelope and JulianA¢A A™s aborted love affair.
Fermin again notices the similarities between Julian and DanielA¢A A™s lives. On their way home,
they are set upon by Fumero and his thugs. Fermin receives a terrible beating.But this does not stop
their search for answers. Daniel comes into the possession of a lengthy letter to him that was written
by a woman before she died. And with this letter, the truth comes out; the whole sordid and awful
truth.This is my first Carlos Ruiz Zafon novel, but | can promise it wonAg¢A A™t be my last. | truly
enjoyed this novel. It is very well written and plotted, and totally without any wasted words.

ThatA¢A A™s a real achievement for a novel this long. The suspense and intrigue start immediately
with this book, and the level of excitement continues throughout the novel. The use of language is

beautiful and Mr. Zafon really knows how to turn a phrase, as it were.

A beautiful and timeless story with an amazing setting that functions as a living, breathing
character.It’s the kind of story that lingers...long after you've turned the final page.l loved the many
nuances, layers, twists and turns, timing of revelations; the manner in which characters’ lives unfold
and then intersect; story threads that come together...I'm looking forward to reading more of the

author’s stories!

| really enjoyed this book. | knew immediately who the burned figure was but that was not the point.
| even guessed why the father had gone ballistic (I am trying to not write spoilers here). None of that
detracted from the story. It was beautifully written with excellent characters. If you are looking for a
straight-up murder mystery or horror, that is not what this book is. It's about life and death, love and
loss, regret, redemption, revenge, friendship and hatred, youth and old age, and last but not least,
the power of the written word.Also, everyone is talking about Marquez (who, IMHO was uniquely
brilliant with an amazing sense of humor) but this book made me think (correctly or not) of
Perez-Reverte and Dumas. BTW, | suspect that use of a name from a Marquez book was homage,

not ego.

Not my usual genre, but a friend recommended this book to me and I'm really glad she did.My
favorite quote: "Bea says that the art of reading is slowly dying, that itA¢A A™s an intimate ritual,
that a book is a mirror that offers us only what we already carry inside us, that when we read, we do

it with all our heart and mind, and great readers are becoming more scarce by the day."



It is a remarkable, complex book full of wildly written characters you will not soon forget. | found
myself wishing they were real, certainly they are drawn vividly with the author’s descriptions. | feel
as if I've seen Barcelona in the early 20th century. Its a beautiful, dark, thrilling, suspenseful tale of

the power of books, of words, of family, and love (in all of its forms),

To me, this book seemed to have about three books crammed into one big, long book. The author is
an excellent story teller and he develops his characters well, however, there are so many characters
and back stories that | feel like I'm constantly trying to keep things straight -- sometimes without

success! A more compact version would have made me really like the book.
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